UVINJE SUB-VILLAGE
SAADANI VILLAGE
BAGAMOYO DISTRICT COAST REGION
TANZANIA.
7/10/2002
CHAIRMAN
COMMISSION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND GOOD GOVERNANCE
DAR ES SALAAM
TANZANIA
RE: IS THIS OPPRESSION PART OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND GOOD GOVERNANCE IN THE COUNTRY?
Honourable, we apologize for the comments we are going to make below. We are forced to do that because we have
nobody to come to our defence.
Our country is respected within and outside our borders for our human rights record. But this respect is being eroded by
some leaders for their own benefit or sheer hatred.
After the gov’t wanted us to vacate the area of our ancient village of origin, where we can dwell with our generations, so
that we can pave way for tourists and wild animals, we have been given another face of hatred which has led to human
rights abuse, law and the constitution which protects the citizens and their property. It should be remembered that any
living thing depends on the environment surrounding it.
After those discussions stalled in 2001, in 2002 a contingent of game warders was brought in from within and outside of
Saadani into this sub-village. We were invaded for alleged committing crime. We have been searched without search
warrants inside and outside our homes only to find nothing.
Three months later, we were again invaded by police from Kibaha, Chalinze and Miono and searched without search
warrants on grounds that we are criminals growing bhang, taking people (hostage) and so on. Nothing tangible was
found. We have not been informed of anything till date.
We have strived economically to sustain ourselves here, despite the fact that the government has turned deaf ears on us
to protect us and our farm produce which is mauled by wild animals. We have persevered all this.
We pray that your commission acts on this matter because we live in fear everyday.
Thank you!
CC:
-

Prime Minister

-

Minister for Natural Resources and Tourism

-

Chalinze Member of Parliament

-

Coast Regional Commissioner

-

Bagamoyo District Commissioner

