UVINJE SUB-VILLAGE
SAADANI VILLAGE
BAGAMOYO DISTRICT
COAST PROVINCE
22/6/2004
PROVINCIAL COMMISSIONER
BAGAMOYO DISTRICT
COAST PROVINCE
RE: RUMOURS ABOUT THE MILLIONS OF COMPENSATION FOR TANAPA WHERE ONE WAS LEFT DEAD IN THE FRACAS
Honourable: Provincial Commissioner.
With all due respect, I pray that you look into the above mentioned matter.
It is with deep regret that we, the villagers and all who love peace and tranquility in the country. We condemn the act at
Tanapa of invading our sub-village without compensation for all for the houses and produce of people who do not stay
in the village and others are not recognized as having anything to sell here yet they live at there fathers homesteads.
One of our own defenders brother Jumaa Shehe, elderly leader of CCM in Tandika Dar es Salaam where he stays, was
accosted by one of the gang of Tanapa and he died suddenly before the very eyes of the villagers on 22/5/2004 in Uvinje
sub-village.
The pain of that act will forever remain with us. Brother Jumaa did not go there to die; neither did he have any
information as to the compensation on that day. He came to greet the brother after a long time. This is against the
wrong impression created by Tanapa and its gang. The ghost Uvinje villagers do not exist in the list at the District
Commissioner’s office, province, member of parliament, or Tanapa’s natural resources
A lot of lies have been peddled by that public organization without any concrete reason. Until now, people are not even
greeting others because of the fury of the public funds. On 17/5/2004 the senior manager announced the conclusion of
the exercise of compensation to the tune of two hundred million (200 million) for Tanapa Saadani. Tanapa gathered and
convinced those less involved and even those not involved in Uvinje so that they can benefit from the money, without
considering the implication.
Money brings problems. People got aware of that and went to the forest with axes and felled trees without Tanapa
caring that their (Tanapa’s) intention is to beat up those who think they are thick headed, there’s evidence to that
effect. Tanapa and its gang showed their pride in money. Tanapa even did not give heed to Honourable Kikwete’s advice
on 21/3/2003 which they are fully aware of and the resultant was causing the death of our brother and bringing a lot of
anguish and enemity amongst us. Honourable District Commissioner, what we are saying is that those who wrote letters
to ask that they be compensated are not indeed residents of Uvinje.
We have had meetings in the sub-village and nobody wants to sell anything. The first meeting with the District
Commissioner Mama Mesaki, the second one with the Provincial Commissioner Mr. Banduka, the third one with Mama
Mesaki and the fourth with member of parliament Honourable Kikwete. In all sittings, Uvinje villagers were unanimous
that they won’t sell their property. Where were they? Until now, nothing has been done about those who caused the
death, notwithstanding that someone died before the very eyes of the police.

We insist that we do not have any problem with anybody, but our feebleness should not be used by anyone to frustrate
us, using money or anything. Our major concern is that since the establishment of the Reserve, we were known to be
outside the boundaries of the Reserve. The map and boundary marks are enough evidence which they do have.
Secondly, we’re implementing our member of parliament’s advice that we should not sell our coastal strip because it is
very dear to you and your generations to come in the parliament’s campaign in 2000.
Thirdly, we do not understand why we should be moved without any proper reasons but among those who view us as
too inferior did not bring with them one single animal. We did the job of watching over those animals on our own
without Tanapa.
Fourth, we are implementing the promise that our fathers were given by the founder of the reserve Mr. Mahinda that
this area is not within the boundaries of the reserve for our benefit and the benefit of our future generations and the
nation at large, unless there’s contrary information from Mr. Mahinda about the same-such information should be
brought forth.
This means that the residents of this sub-village are the ones who requested the government to help preserve our
animals as a result of the pain of reckless hunting by people from Pangani, Tanga and Mombasa.
Lastly, we condemn the acts by this government organization that is bringing about a lot of hatred amongst us. We pray
that as the District Commissioner, you act on this matter without fear or favour, disregarding societal status, money, etc.
Action should be taken against those who caused the death of our brother, and the rumours should be stopped with
immediate effect and even those who destroyed the environment by cutting trees and logs meant for the reserve to
hastily and greedily build houses and sell them to Tanapa, because such propaganda may reappear in future and what
shall it look like this time round! The faith of the residents and the hope they had earlier is slowly dying off because of
the leadership of Tanapa.
We are ready to engage anybody in the development of our area which is outside the reserve for our benefit, our
generations and the nation without harming the animals or the environment
We wish you all the best!

Hussein Swalehe Akida
Village Chairman
Signature
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